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Durban short-term mission trip 2015
An opportunity was presented to the youth of PECCC to serve at three locations at
Amanzimtoti, Durban. A team consisting of Shirley, Dave, Robert and | (Jenny)
attended from 6 April to 10 April. We designed a day programme for the children
ranged from 3 to 13 years old which attended. The three locations were Mother of
Peace, lllovo Church and an elder’s house in the township of Kwamakhutha
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respectively. A total of 108 children attended over the three days (7, 8 and 9 April).

When serving the Lord, | fell we can only do our best and the Lord will do the
rest. The theme for our programme was My Family in Christ. We felt it was
important that the children to know about their loving Heavenly Father and to build
good relationship with others. The programme consisted of worship, games,
drama, bible story, scripture learning and snack time. Lots of preparation had to be
put into each day and the Lord blessed us with the hand to prepare everything in
time. The scripture presented was John 3:16 which speak about God’s love for the
world-people that He gave Jesus to us that we may have eternal life and through
complete trust and faith in Him, we may have eternal life. It is important that we told
the children about God’s love because most of the children come from broken
families where there is only a single parent and some were raised by their
grandmother. Mother of Peace was an orphanage and we hope the message
through God’s word will have a fruitful impact in their lives.

It was difficult and it took a lot of hard work from the team but the experience
was worth it. | am grateful for the team | had because they gave their time and they
were willing to serve even though there were tough circumstances. | felt worried as
| did not have confidence in myself as a leader but through it all, | believe the Lord
was leading me all along. Even though there are so many thing in life that | have to
do, serving the Lord is something | am passionate at and we can never do enough
for the One who gave His life for us. | am glad that | had this opportunity and | am
happy to see the children enjoy and learn about the joy, love and care that God
wants us to live out. ...LU T Google 7BhEE » 3% R
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Durban Trip Testimony of _Shirley Ka
Before | start telling you how the mission trip was for me, | want to tell you an ironic
fact about myself. I'm actually afraid of children. The thought of being with children
is scary for me, so when | decided to go on this trip, | thought, “I'm just going to be
the background person. I'll do the packing, the décor, be the camera woman and
do other odd jobs to assist the team”.

Little did I know, God had other plans in mind. When | got there, everyone did
everything. There was no “that’s his job” or “that’'s my job”. Everything was
everyone’s job, and | was forced to face my fear of children. | ended up teaching
the children how to pray, being the narrator for our Bible stories and skits, doing the
Q and A session, and showing the children how to do the craft that we had
prepared. | felt like | was holding my breath underwater.

Towards the end of the second day, we took a group photo with the children.
For many people, being surrounded by children is no big deal, but it was a
challenge for me. As | was standing and waiting for everyone to find their position,
some children came to me and wanted to stand with me. Others wanted me to pick
them up and some wanted to just be close to me. At that moment, a warm feeling
came into my heart, and it opened my heart to the children.

The same happened on the third day. By the time we made our way back to
Pretoria, | felt that | could possibly do this again. The hearts of the children touched
me. The simplicity of their minds, the pureness of their joy, | took home with me.
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